	Previous Prompts

	 


	[image: image1.png]



2014
You are finally old enough to baby-sit, and your first job is this afternoon! You will be spending the entire afternoon with a one-year-old. When you open the door you realize that instead of watching a one-year-old child, you will be watching a one-year-old elephant!

Write a story about spending your afternoon with a baby elephant. Give enough details to show readers what your afternoon is like baby-sitting the elephant.

2013
Imagine that you are digging in your yard or in your neighborhood and you find an old trunk. When you open the trunk, you discover something very different than what you expected. Write a story about finding the old trunk. Be sure to describe what you find inside the trunk and what happens after you open it.


	2012
Write about a time you did something exciting. Give enough details in your writing to show what you did and why it was exciting for you.

2011
Think about a memory you have of a teacher. The memory could be something funny your teacher said or did, something your teacher taught you, a field trip your teacher took you on, or a time that your teacher made you feel proud.
Write a story about a memory that you have of one of your teachers. Give enough details for readers to understand why the memory is special to you.

2010
Think about a time when school was closed and you had the day off.Write a story about what you did on your day off from school. Give enough details in your story to show readers how you spent your day.  

2009
Think about a time you were helpful. For example, maybe you helped a new student feel comfortable in school, helped a teacher with a job in the classroom, helped with a project in your neighborhood or school, or helped to care for an animal.

Write a story about a time you were helpful. Give enough details for readers to understand how you were helpful.

2008
Think about a tradition or an experience that is important to you. For example,
maybe you have a special meal that you eat, a holiday that you celebrate, or a certain place that you go each year on vacation.

Write a story about a tradition or an experience that is important to you. Give
enough details for readers to understand why it is important to you.

2007
Think about the best time that you have ever had. Maybe you played all day with friends outside, went on a special trip, participated in a game, or spent some time at camp.

Write a story about this best time. What were you doing? Who was with you? Where were you? Why was this the best time ever? Give enough details in the story to show the reader what happened.

2006
Think about your favorite thing to do in your free time. Maybe you like to pretend, play sports, read, play a musical instrument, dance, or do something totally different.

Write a story about a fun time that you had doing your favorite thing. Give enough details to show the reader what happened and why it was fun.


	2005
Think about a time you tried something new. Maybe it was your first day of school, your first time on a bike or bus, the first time you tried a skill learned in class, or the first time you tried a new sport.

Write a story about when you did something for the first time. Give enough details to show the reader what happened.

2004
Think about a friend who has been an important part of your life. How did you become friends with this person? Think about when you met, what you did, and how your friendship grew.

Write a story about this friendship. Give enough details to tell the reader about this friendship.

2003
You woke up one morning and learned that it was snowing. School was closed for the day! It was a dream come true. Suddenly you had time to take a break from the usual routine and do what you wanted to do.

Write a story about a snow day off from school that you remember. Give enough details in your story to show what you did and how wonderful the day was.

2003's Make-up Prompt

All of us have a favorite place where we get to do what we want. It could be an indoor place, an outdoor place, or even an imaginary place. What is your favorite place?

Write a story about what you get to do in your favorite place. Give enough details in your story to show your favorite place and what you get to do there.

2002
All of us have had a special time or adventure in our lives. It could be anything such as a visit with a friend or relative, a party you went to, or a game you watched or played. Or it could be something completely different.

Write a story about a special time or adventure that you have had. Give enough details in your story to show what it was like and what made it so special.

2002's Make-up Prompt
Summer is a special time when children get to do fun things. You have more time during the day to choose activities that you enjoy doing with your friends or family, outdoors or indoors. There are many different ways to have fun in the summer. What’s yours?

Write a story about your favorite summer activity. Give enough details in your story to show what you were doing and what made this your favorite activity.

2001
Think about people you know or have met. Choose ONE person who has made a big difference in your life. Write about that person AND describe his or her positive effect on your life.

2001's Make-up Prompt
Being a good friend is important. Describe what you think a good friend should be like.


